
 

HERTS WEEKEND WALKERS 
in collaboration with WalkWise 

 
Walking week: Alnwick & Northumberland  

 
 

 
Date:   Saturday 13 – Saturday 20 June 2015 
Location:  WalkWise week at the White Swan Hotel, Alnwick, NE66 1TD 
Price:  £560.00 per person in an en suite shared twin or double room 

£735.00 per person in an en suite double room for sole occupancy  
Included:  7 nights’ accommodation, 7 breakfasts, 5 picnic lunches, 6 evening meals and 5 days of guided 

walks 
Not included: (1) We have deliberately not included one night’s dinner as we may want to try and have a night 

out of the hotel to grab fish and chips or if we fancy it try and secure a booking at the fabulous 
tree house 
(2) Any local transport that may be used, buses and coaches, ferries to the islands 

Group size:  Up to 20 (10 singles, 3 twins, 2 doubles) 
 
Overview:  
 
Northumberland is one of the finest, wildest, quietest and most beautiful counties in the country.  There is such a wealth of 
variety in the area, from the miles and miles of empty sandy beaches, the coastal villages of Craster and Seahouses, to 
the heather moors and grit stone escarpments of Simonside around Rothbury, and the wide open hills of the Cheviots 
near Wooler.  This is a truly wild landscape littered with historic houses, fortified peel towers, priories, abbeys, churches, 
follies and  more castles per mile than anywhere else, including the impressive Bamburgh Castle and Alnwick Castle itself 
(or more famously now Harry Potters’ Hogwarts!) It’s a fabulous place for wildlife too with the busting wildlife rich Farne 
islands providing a safe home to cheeky puffins, diving terns and inquisitive seals.  Our base for the exploration of this 
wonderful region will be the White Swan Hotel which has recently been revitalised in a chic revolution providing a modern 
and relaxed atmosphere to the bars and bistros, yet it still retains the sheer opulence of the Olympic Suite.  The hotel lies 
within the wall of the beautiful market town of Alnwick, which you can explore at your leisure; there are pubs, bistros, 
shops and the biggest book shop I have ever seen. 
 
The WalkWise Walking Programme:  Coast and Cheviots 
 
With such an array of landscapes, history and wildlife, we can only scratch the surface of this forgotten land in a week. In 
order to provide an interesting programme that reflects the diversity and interest of the county I have collated a few 
personal highlights of Northumbria and we can use these to form the basis of the trip.  If anyone has any other 
suggestions please feel free to make them and we will endeavour to include them wherever possible.  
 
The amazing coastline of Northumberland is a great attraction with miles of empty sandy beaches overlooked by a 
plethora of fairy tale castles!  Small fishing villages have grown up along the coast like Craster or Seahouses, where you 
can catch a boat to the Farne islands.  Of course all this coast line is best accessed on foot and this is some of the best 
coastal walking in the Country. One lovely walk can be made between Seahouses and the Bamburgh Castle.  This walk 
may be curtailed to allow the group to catch a boat out to the Farnes where its possible to enjoy a David Attenborough 
style encounter with puffins!  Another lovely coastal walk begins in  Newton by the Sea, crosses the bay to Dunstanburgh 
Castle, then continues on to Craster with its famous ‘Kipper Smoke’.  The coast can then be followed all the way down to 
Alnmouth. 
 
Immediately surrounding Alnwick are the ancient parklands of the Alnwick Castle.  Set away from the coast this area 
hoped to avoid the marauding Vikings, the savage Scots and the Border Rievers. So under the protection of the mighty 
castle, the town, an Abbey and Priory were established.  There are miles of footpaths through these parklands and we 
can follow the wandering River Aln in front of Alnwick Castle, then stroll through the mature woodlands, complete with red 
squirrels up onto the open hills beyond.  Ancient drovers’ tracks crisscross the moorlands and strange follies mark the 



best viewpoints of the vast panoramas beyond. Finally we can return to the valley where peaceful riverside paths 
eventually reveal the priory before returning us back to Alnwick. 
 
Behind Alnwick lies the delightful Cheviot Hills which are typified by long isolated valleys, interspersed with delightful 
broad ridges that ascend over heather clad moorland to the dominating summit of Cheviot itself. This high hill exceeds 
2500ft and overlooks much of Northumberland, but is also a fine vantage point to look onwards into Scotland.  These are 
wild and empty hills sparsely populated except for the ancient black faced sheep. They are great for walking and you will 
certainly escape the crowds.  There are lots of routes into the hills but a particular favourite of mine is Hedgehope which 
leads up to Cheviot itself. 
 
Also inland lies the market town of Rothbury.  It lies in a broad valley through which the flows the meandering waters of 
the River Coquet.  Above this lush valley rises the steep slopes of Simonside which culminates in the towering Gritstone 
cliffs that protect the summit.  This isolated peak gives fantastic panoramas across the heather moors and on a clear day 
it is possible to see the Farne Islands on the Coast, up to Scotland and over the Cheviots in the West. 
 
One other place that ought to be mentioned is Lindisfarne or Holy Island.  This island is cut off by the tides twice a day, so 
we would have to get out timings right, but it is an interesting place to visit, with a small but perfectly formed castle and of 
course its famous Lindisfarne Mead which must be tried.  Outside the village the island has some extensive nature 
reserves, sandy bays and peaceful rural farms.  Altogether though it is an interesting place to visit and may be a nice 
addition to the trips itinerary… tides permitting of course. 
 
As usual with the Herts Weekend Walkers, WalkWise UK will supply an experienced walking guide.  The walks will be up 
to 10-12 miles with 2000+ft of ascent.  On some days we may have the option to curtail the walk early and visit a local 
place of interest. All walks are weather dependent and own transport may be taken to the walk starts. 
 
Accommodation:  
 
The White Swan is a 300 year old coaching inn, located in the heart of the beautiful Northumbrian town of Alnwick.  A 
thorough refurbishment means all the bedrooms include LCD televisions with DVD players, tea and coffee making 
facilities, hairdryer, iron and ironing board, a work desk and free wireless internet connection. They are all en-suite 
bathrooms complete with luxurious power showers over the bath, luxury toiletries and bath salts.   
 
Dining in the splendour of the Olympic Suite is an exceptional experience, unique to The White Swan! Faithfully 
transferred from the sister ship to the Titanic, the ornately oak panelled room is something very special. The kitchen team 
put together seasonally-changing menus using fresh, local produce wherever possible, and offer a wide range of dishes, 
which combine continental flavours and local specialities, with something to suit everyone! After dinner you may wish to 
relax in Hardy’s Bar and Bistro which overlooks the market square or perhaps sample the delights of this lovely market 
town, which offers everything from cosmopolitan wine bars to real ale pubs! 
 
Around the Hotel:  
 

1 Alnwick itself is a charming town, with much to be gained from simply strolling around.   
2 There is also the famous Alnwick Castle of Harry Potter fame and the superb new Alnwick Gardens complete with 

the largest tree house in the world that is actually a tree restaurant!   
3 Cragside at Rothbury is a National Trust house and its certainly worth a visit. There are extensive grounds and 

was the first place to be lit by the electric light bulb and hydroelectric power.   
4 The Farne Islands are spectacular an well worth a visit if you like wildlife 
5 Then only a short drive away is Hulne Park and Priory.  Slightly more distant are numerous castles, abbeys and 

historic houses, the lovely villages of Alnmouth, Seahouses and Craster famed for their kippers! 
 
Maps Deal:  

For 10% off all Aqua3 maps & many other special offers, follow the Aqua3 link from www.walkwise.co.ukThe 
maps : 1:25000:OS explorer 332, Alnwick, Craster and Whittingham 

 
 

This event is organized and supplied by WalkWise UK Ltd, whose terms and conditions apply, obtainable at 
http://www.walkwise.co.uk/general-terms-and-conditions.html  .  Those booking enter into a contract directly with 

WalkWise UK Ltd.  
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