
Herts Weekend Walkers & WalkWise  
Walking Weekend based in Hastings and 

exploring Rye, Battle and East Sussex Coast  
   

 
 
 

 

 

 
Date:     Friday 28

th
 to Sunday 30

th
 October 2016 

Place:    The Best Western Royal Victoria Hotel, Hastings, TN38 0BD 
Cost:  £239.00 per person in a single / sole use room  

£189.00 per person in a twin / double room 
Includes:  2 nights accommodation, 2 breakfasts, 2 evening meals, 2 picnic lunches and  

3 days of guided walks   
Not included:  Any transport taken to walks by own car or trains 
Slots:             Up to 24, all en-suite, 4 twins, 3 doubles and 10 singles 
  

Overview:   
Basing ourselves in the seaside town of Hastings allows us to explore all the delights that East Sussex 
has to offer.  There is a sublime coastline to discover which is also home to some amazing nature 
reserves such as at Rye Harbour and of course this is adjacent to the picture perfect town of Rye.  
Slightly inland lies the lovely Winchelsea and the historic Battle with its famous Abbey and Castle is a 
definite must see too!  Of course all of this is set amongst the beautiful High Weald which is one of the 
largest protected landscapes in south east England and a designated area of outstanding natural beauty 
‘AONB’.  Our base for the event is the 3 star Best Western Royal Victoria Hotel, which occupies a 
stunning position on the seafront.  You may even remember it from Foyles War!  The hotel was built in 
1828 and blends impressive period features such as the listed marble staircase with antique furnishings 
and modern elegance. There is also a welcoming piano lounge and friendly bar, and some of the 
spacious bedrooms are more like suites!  It’s also only a short stroll into the old town where old shops and 
traditional inns hosting live music on an evening. So to summarise a lovely location, an historic hotel and 
some great walking… see you there! 

 
The WalkWise walking programme:   
For this event we are looking to put together a weekend of contrasts starting on the Friday 
where we will meet in the lovely village of Battle for our usual lunch and an afternoon walk.  This 
village lies slightly inland and it gains its name from to its association with the scene of King 
Harold’s demise.  This is another town that is of interest in its own right and there will be time to 
explore it at the end of the day.  For now we leave the Abbey and ancient streets behind and 

head out to explore the High Weald.  We follow leafy lanes between rustic farmhouses, skirt through the 
tranquility of Fore Wood Nature Reserve, cross Pebsham Country Park, and wander along the dykes as 
the cut through the marshlands, before marching in the footsteps of Harolds Men along the 1066 way to 
return to Battle.  Needless to say we will then have time to wander around and explore the village before 
concluding the day with afternoon tea.  
 
On the Saturday we may hop on the train and to Winchelsea which is another interesting place to visit in 
its own right with lots of historic buildings whilst New Winchelsea was recently rebuilt in a “batide” style 
after the great storm of 1287 by Edward 1. Needless to say it is lovely to explore and is brimming with 
history not to mention a maze of local shops and tempting cafes.  But this is a walking weekend and there 
are also some lovely walks which can be accessed from here either via the Naval Canal or by following 
the river as it meanders down to the sea.  Between the town and the coast sits a low lying area, part of 
which is farmed part of which is managed for wildlife. There are footpaths through these nature reserves 
which allow us to view the myriad of wildfowl so bring any light weight binoculars! Finally we can cross the 
dunes to reach the sea itself and here we can pick up the coastal path. Popping the sea on our left we will 
now follow the coastal path passed Fairlight cove and over the Fire hills back to the Old Town of 
Hastings, This is the part of the town which was extensively used as a set for “Foyles War” and it’s quite 
nice to finish the day wandering the old streets with the innumerable numerous cafes and curio shops. 
 



On Sunday we have further options but it is a really nice day out to head over to Rye and further explore 
Winchelsea Beach, Rye Harbour, the extensive nature reserves, Camber Castle, but you must ensure 
you leave a little time to explore the beautiful medieval town of Rye too! 

 

Accommodation:  
The Royal Victoria Hotel is situated on the seafront in the heart of St Leonards. They have 52 en suite 
bedrooms, some of which have stunning sea views. The hotel was built in 1828 by architect James 
Burton and is filled with stunning period features, antique furnishings and a breath taking Grade II listed 
marble staircase with 22ft mirror, which leads to our welcoming Piano Lounge and Bar.  They are proud 
to be part of Best Western, the largest group of independently owned hotels. This means it retains all the 
charm and personal service you'd expect from an independent hotel and you can trust in a brand you 
know to ensure the high standards you deserve. The bedrooms continue this elegant spaciousness and 
offer well-appointed en-suite accommodation and they are all individually styled and decorated in a 
manner which complements the historic nature of the hotel.  All rooms come equipped with phones, hair 
dryer, radio, trouser press, TV and courtesy tray. All in all, this makes an ideal base for our weekend 
away!  
 
   

Maps  
1:25000:  EX 124 Hastings and Bexhill 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This event is organized and supplied by WalkWise UK Ltd, whose terms and conditions apply  http://www.walkwise.co.uk/terms-
and-conditions.html. Those booking enter into a contract directly with WalkWise UK Ltd.  For availability and bookings contact your 

HWW directly. 
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